


1 . Your school nam e:: 
Van Buskirk Elem entary School 
2 . Your school dist r ict  or governing organizat ion:: 
Tucson Unified School Dist r ict  
Line 1 : 
725 E. Fair St reet  
Line 2 : 
 
City: 
Tucson 
State: 
Arizona 
Zip Code: 
85714 
4 . Your school contact  num bers ( 1 0  digits) : 
(Num bers only, for exam ple 2025551212) . 
Phone num ber: 
5202253700 
Fax num ber: 
5202253701 
5 . Your school's em ail:: 
j eniffer.m ayersohn@tusd1.org 
6 . Your principal's nam e: 
Last  Nam e: 
Ruíz 
First  Nam e: 
Marco 
7 . Nam e of Person filling out  this applicat ion: 
Last  Nam e:: 
Mayersohn 
First  Nam e:: 
Jeniffer 
8 . Tit le  of person filling out  this applicat ion:: 
Teacher-Librar ian 
9 . Telephone num ber of person filling out  this applicat ion ( 1 0  
digits, num ber) :: 
5202253724 
1 0 . E- m ail address of person filling out  this applicat ion ( w e w ill 
send an em ail to this address to confirm  receipt  of the 
applicat ion) :: 
j eniffer.m ayersohn@tusd1.org 
1 1 . I s the person filling out  this applicat ion also the person 
responsible for  the library operat ion in this school?: 
Yes 



Nam e:: 
 
Tit le:: 
 
Experience:: 
 
1 3 . Have you received a LBF grant  in the past?: 
Yes 
I f  yes, w hen?: 
May 2010 

PART I I : SCHOOL PROFI LE AND STUDENT 
POPULATI ON 

1 4 . Your school is ( please choose one) :: 
Public  
1 5 . W hat  grade( s)  does your school include: : 
Our school has children in grades pre kindergarten through fifth, 
including two preschool classes consist ing of children with special 
needs and one m ult iage classroom  of children with Aut ism . 
percentage_ lunch: 
96-100%  
students_ serves_ 1 7 : 
Van Buskirk's ethnic breakdown:  White/ Anglo:  4.1% , Afr ican 
Am erican:  1.7% , Hispanic:  89.4% , Nat ive Am erican:  4.3% , and Asian 
Am erican:  0.5% . The m obilit y percentage was 33.3%  and stabilit y, 
85.6% . First  sem ester at tendance was 94.06% . Current ly, 195 
students are fem ale and 223 are m ale, ranging from  three to eleven 
years old in grades prekindergarten through fifth. At  each grade level, 
one dual language st rand is offered. Alm ost  21%  of students are 
English Language Learners (ELLs) . Twenty students are enrolled in the 
Gifted and Talented Educat ion (GATE)  program . The com m unity is 
m ost ly Spanish-speaking and im poverished, but  fam ilies are st rong-
hearted and determ ined to help children succeed. 
1 8 . NCES I nform at ion  
A. W hat  is your school’s NCES I D?: 
040880000897 
Feeder Schools: 
We are not  a high school that  uses data from  feeder schools. 
C. I f your school is not  assigned a NCES I D it  is because you 
are:: 
 
D. I f you are not  assigned a NCES I D, w hat  is the source of your 
FRL inform at ion: : 
n/ a 



< h2 > Part  I I I : Your Library and Your 
Program < / h2 >  

other_ school_ info: 
Van Buskirk is a school that  em bodies the history of the neighborhood, 
city, and culture. We value the language and t radit ions of the fam ilies 
who send their  children and grandchildren to us each day. We partner 
with neighborhood associat ions and involve the com m unity in 
educat ing the students. The m ajority of our populat ion is bilingual, 
with m any children com ing from  Spanish-speaking hom es;  therefore 
our library needs books that  can teach, entertain, and enrich in both 
English and Spanish. Our school is OMA (Opening Minds through the 
Arts)  Gold, which m eans professional art ists collaborate with teachers 
to help students understand curr iculum  object ives in new ways. 
Although budget  cuts and program  needs are great , our school leaders 
value the library program  and want  to see students m ake gains in 
literacy as 40% , 44% , and 21%  have yet  to pass the reading port ion 
of the AI MS (Arizona's I nst rum ent  to Measure Standards)  in third, 
fourth, and fifth grades, respect ively. The library has had a full- t im e 
librar ian for four years, but  pr ior lack of support  has left  a collect ion 
with an average publicat ion date of 1999 and severe deficits in fict ion, 
biographies, geography and history, reference, technology, and social 
sciences. Students are m ot ivated to read by com pet it ion, special 
projects, popular series characters, current  and popular cultural 
events, people in the news and history-m akers, as well as technology 
and areas of study that  spark int r igue. Unfortunately, our library 
cannot  always sat isfy their  curiosity, quest  for inform at ion, or desire to 
learn m ore. 
2 0 . W hat  m akes yours library essent ia l to your students and 
your school and not  just  a  space for  books and m ateria ls? How  
do you engage w ith students and teachers in a  norm al w eek?: 
Our library is essent ial to the students and the school for a num ber of 
reasons. First  of all,  it  is m anaged by a full- t im e cert ified librar ian, who 
has been with the school for four years and has taught  in the 
classroom  for eight  years pr ior;  therefore, she knows all of the 
children, is fam iliar with each grade level's curr iculum , and 
understands the kinds of books and m aterials sought  after by staff, 
students, and their  fam ilies. The library is open vir tually everyday 
before and after school, as well as during the day and at  students' 
lunch/ recess. I n a norm al week, the librar ian sees individuals, sm all 
groups, and full classes in the library for book check out . She reads 
stor ies, sings songs, and uses puppets and props. Som e teachers take 
advantage of the librar ian's technological knowledge and send sm all 
groups to the library for lessons on how to use com puters to const ruct , 



access, and t ransm it  inform at ion. Others collaborate with the librar ian 
and classes are team  taught  on topics such as test  preparat ion, how to 
use the library's card catalog, and product ion of com m ercials using 
persuasive language and im ages. 
abstract_ 1 0 : 
I  am  applying for this grant  because our school library is in need of 
current , relevant , and interest ing books to help students develop a 
love of reading and support  their  learning. Only half of our books are 
from  the last  decade, with fict ion's average age reported from  1997!  
Children deserve to be m esm erized by the latest  fict ion, know the 
m ost  engaging writers and illust rators of the present , and have faith 
that  their  library provides nonfict ion m aterials that  are reliable and 
accurate. Unfortunately, the dist r ict  is unable to consistent ly provide 
funds necessary to m aintain all of it s school librar ies, but  our school's 
adm inist rat ion believes that  the library is its heart  and hub. The 
library's budget  (and staffing)  has suffered, so the LBF grant  would 
provide financial assistance to update and expand our holdings so 
students can find popular t it les or int r iguing resources, at  a level and 
in the language m ost  appropriate. 
stu_ needs_ books: 
I n understand that  $6,000 cannot  delivery universal library 
im provem ent , so I  will use the m ost  current  collect ion analysis (via the 
Follet t  Tit lewave Collect ion Analysis report )  to determ ine the pr ior ity 
needs of our library. At  this point , one pr ior ity is expanding the 
resources available in the areas of fict ion, geography and history, 
biography, reference, social sciences, technology, and Spanish 
language m aterials. The second prior ity is to update the collect ion in 
the specific areas of system s data/ com puter program s;  life sciences 
and biology;  com m erce, com m unicat ions, and t ransportat ion;  and 
m edical sciences/ m edicine;  the percentage of t it les in these Dewey 
classificat ions that  are outside of acceptable copyright  range is near or 
over 50% . Students in dual language classes (who m ust  study topics 
or read stor ies in both English and Spanish)  would m ost  likely benefit  
from  Spanish (or bilingual)  fict ion and nonfict ion. I nterm ediate level 
children often seek out  biographies and books about  geography and 
history for projects or self- interest . Reference m aterials are sought  
after at  this level, as well.  Students of all ages are drawn toward the 
life sciences, technology, and com puters. They m ay have a favorite 
anim al they would like to read about , or have been assigned to 
research one. Many tech-savvy or curious children desire to check out  
com puter books or explore topics like robot ics and popular social 
m edia. Often, the pr im ary grades will focus on units of t ransportat ion 
and m edical sciences. 
alternat ive school: 



n/ a 
A. W hat  need( s)  did that  grant  address in your school?: 
The previous LBF grant  addressed average publicat ion age in the 
following need areas:  Social Sciences (1993 to 1996) , Language (1993 
to 2000) , Natural Sciences/ Mathem at ics (1994 to 2004) , Technology 
(1997 to 2004) , Literature and Rhetoric (1993 to 1998) , Geography 
and History (1997 to 2003) , Reference (1993 to 1999) , and Biography 
(1996 to 2001) . Addit ionally, changes to the Balanced Dewey 
Com parison of our library versus the Follet t  Library Resources core 
collect ion standard were also m ade:  Social Sciences ( -1.80%  to -
.71% ) , The Arts ( -1.56%  to - .47% ) , Literature and Rhetoric ( -2.20%  
to -1.26% ) , Geography and History ( -3.60%  to -3.29% ) , and 
Biography ( -4.57%  to -3.06% ) . 
B. W hat  im pact  has it  had on your students, library, and 
school?: 
The grant  significant ly im pacted the students, library, and school. 
Children now have access to m ore up- to-date, int r iguing, level-
appropriate reading m aterials that  are of high interest  and/ or possess 
st rong t ies to the curr iculum . Dual language students enjoy a larger 
variety of Spanish- language and bilingual books. The em phasis was on 
expanding the nonfict ion select ions, but  som e award-winning fict ion 
select ions were also chosen. The publicat ion date for books in our 
library increased from  1994 to 1999. As a recipient  of the Laura Bush 
grant , our school has gained prest ige in the dist r ict  as a library that  is 
st ill v ital and growing. 
budget_ out line_ 2 5 : 
Even though hard-bound books are m ore expensive, they are m ore 
durable and last  longer;  therefore, I  believe they are a sm art  
investm ent  in the long run. Depending on the vendor, hard-cover 
books range in pr ice from  $15.00 to $30.00. Book m oney would be 
spent  on the expanding the following categories (with the approxim ate 
percentage of the rem ainder of the award spent  per category in 
parentheses) :  Fict ion (30% ) , Geography and History (10% ) , Biography 
(10% ) , Reference (10% ) , Technology (10% ) , Social Sciences (5% ) , 
and Spanish language m aterials (5% ) . Fict ion and Spanish- language 
t it les would be purchased for students at  all grade levels (pre 
kindergarten through fifth) . Social Sciences books are m ore likely to 
appeal to pr im ary readers and those who are studying holidays, 
celebrat ions, and cultural t radit ions. The rem aining categories are 
those that  house m aterials for interm ediate readers- -  children who are 
conduct ing personal or academ ic research. The rem aining 20%  of the 
budget  would focus solely on im proving the age of the following 
targeted Dewey classificat ions because they contain the highest  
percentage of out  of date t it les and are m ore likely to be circulated:  



data/ com puter program s;  life sciences and biology;  com m erce, 
com m unicat ions, and t ransportat ion;  and m edical sciences/ m edicine. 
Life science and biology books can be ut ilized by children at  all reading 
and grade levels. Data/ com puter t it les will m ore likely be geared 
toward older readers who have a personal interest . Com m erce, 
com m unicat ion, t ransportat ion, and m edicines will m ost  likely serve 
prim ary grade levels as they conduct  units on these areas of study 
each year. 
2 6 . How  w ere faculty, students and adm inist rators involved in 
defining the need for the grant  and how  w ill you w ork w ith 
them  to assure future ut ilizat ion of the m ateria ls?: 
Grant  need was determ ined predom inately by the librar ian's review of 
the m ost  current  Follet t  Tit lewave collect ion analysis. I  ask teachers 
during several points in the year to suggest  t it les or resources in their  
curr iculum  areas, m ake note of the books teachers request  from  other 
librar ies, and consider student  requests for popular t it les and areas of 
interest . I  will need to further collaborate with dual language teachers 
in order to help find, review, and purchase authent ic Spanish language 
m aterials. To assure that  these books are used, the library will display 
the newly acquired books in its New Books sect ion once they arr ive 
and direct  students to this sect ion as they enter. During our Fam ily 
Reading Nights, new books are discussed with those in at tendance. 
Fam ilies are encouraged to browse the new books and choose som e to 
read with their  children and/ or check them  out  to take hom e to 
peruse. 
2 7 . How  m any students are in your school for  the 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2  
school year? : 
417 
2 8 . How  m any books are there in your school library? : 
10798 
How  m any books per student  in your library: 
25 
2 9 . W hat  is the distance to the nearest  public library? Please 
choose one from  the pull- dow n m enu of distances:: 
m ore than 5 m iles 
3 0 . How  m uch access do students have to your library? Please 
check all that  apply.: 
•  Classes visit  on a " fixed" schedule 

•  Students m ay visit  the library on their  own during class t im e 

•  The library is open before school for student  use 

•  The library is open at  lunch for student  use 

•  The library is open after school for student  use 

3 1 . How  m uch m oney ( up to $ 6 0 0 0 )  are you request ing from  



the Laura Bush Foundat ion to im prove the book resources in 
your library?: 
$6000 

< h2 > PART I V: LI BRARY STAFFI NG AND BUDGET 
HI STORY< / h2 >  

3 2 . Does your school have a cert ified school librar ian?: 
Yes 
A. I f yes, w hat  is the school librarian's educat ional 
background? Check the highest  level that  applies. : 
MA and school library cert ificat ion 
B. Does the cert ified school librarian have other dut ies w ithin 
the school or  dist r ict?: 
No 
I f  yes, please explain those dut ies:: 
n/ a 
Posit ion Descript ion:: 
 
( A)  Tim e Com m itm ent  of this person in the library:: 
 
Educat ion: 
 
( C)  Library Media Training of the volunteer, teacher 
adm inist rator, specialist  or a ide listed above w ith pr im ary 
responsibility for  the library and its operat ions: : 
 
( D)  Experience of this person in the library job:: 
 
Second_ Responsiblity: 
 
I f  yes, please tell us w hat  that  responsibility is and the t im e 
com m itm ent  other than the library: : 
 
SL_ background_ 2 1 B: 
The librar ian no longer has a t rained library assistant , but  there is a 
grandparent  who volunteers three half-days a week to the library. He 
cont r ibutes to the library's operat ion by m aking sure the facilit ies are 
cleaned and well-organized. He som et im es helps with displays, puts 
out  new books, and assists with the set  up/ take down of special 
events. 
3 5 . How  is the school's library funded and w ho is responsible 
for  the funding?: 
The school's library is funded via the school's budget  for the year. The 
percentage granted to the library is never consistent  and varies widely 



each year. The librar ian pet it ions the adm inist rator for funds after the 
year begins, but  there is no guarantee that  any are available or set  
aside for library resource purchases. The librar ian and assistant  (now 
elim inated)  posit ions are funded using the school's blended budget . 
These posit ions are ranked (along with all other posit ions and 
program s)  according to im portance by the staff each year and their  
existence relies on this ranking, total budget , and the school council 
recom m endat ion. 
School Year 2009-2010 
*  Total Library Book and Magazine/ Seria ls Budget  Provided by 
the Governing Body: 
$4500 
Money from  other sources used for  books or  m agazines ( such 
as grants, PTA, educat ion foundat ions, etc.) : 
$1000 
Student  Enrollm ent : 
444 
Per Pupil Library Book Budget : 
10.13 
School Year 2010-2011 
*  Total Library Book and Magazine/ Seria l Budget  Provided by 
the Governing Body: 
$6000 
Money from  other sources used for  books or  m agazines ( such 
as grants, PTA, educat ion foundat ions, etc.) : 
$7000 
Student  Enrollm ent : 
412 
Per Pupil Library Book Budget : 
14.56 
School Year 2011-2012 
*  Total Library Book and Magazine/ Seria l Budget  Provided by 
the Governing Body: 
$3000 
Money from  other sources used for  books or  m agazines ( such 
as grants, PTA, educat ion foundat ions, etc.) : 
$1000 
Student  Enrollm ent : 
417 
Per Pupil Library Book Budget : 
7.19 
budget_ his: 
The budget  history of the library varies due to change in school 
leadership, grant  awards, and federal/ dist r ict  budget  cuts that  direct ly 



affect  library funding. Had our school library been properly funded and 
m aintained throughout  the years, this snapshot  of its budget  history 
m ay be viewed as quite substant ial to support  a student  body of its 
size;  however, this was not  so. Years of neglect ing to update and 
expand the collect ion (unt il the current  librar ian's plan beginning in 
2007) , has lead to an aggressive cam paign to secure funds to 
adequately fill the shelves with current  and relevant  m aterials for the 
children. 
library_ support_ 3 8 : 
The m ajority of the inst ruct ional staff is open to collaborat ing with or 
support ing the librar ian in som e way (be it  one- t im e at tendance at  
special literacy events or team  teaching curr icular lessons) . At  the 
beginning of the school year, a m em ber of the neighborhood 
associat ion began volunteering a few t im es per m onth in the library 
(but  has recent ly stepped back due to fam ily obligat ions) . A nonprofit  
reading support  organizat ion, Reading Seed, often uses the library's 
facilit ies and m aterials when working with children. Our current  
adm inist rator is ext rem ely posit ive about  the direct ion the librar ian 
wishes to take the library and has asked for a proposal to present  to 
teachers on how her expert ise can be m ore efficient ly and effect ively 
ut ilized in teaching and working with students. 

< h2 > PART V: AGREEMENTS AND PRI NCI PAL'S 
CERTI FI CATI ON OF THE APPLI CATI ON< / h2 >  

3 9 . I ,: 
Marco Ruíz, 
principal of the: 
Van Buskirk Elem entary School, 
Date: : 
01/ 01/ 2012 
Agree_ to_ evaluat ion: 
Yes 
Agree_ to_ prom ot ion: 
Yes 

< h2 > PART VI : ADDI TI ONAL I NFORMATI ON< / h2 >  

4 2 . How  did you learn about  the opportunity to apply to the 
Laura Bush Foundat ion for  a  grant  aw ard? Check all that  apply.: 
Other 
I f  not  from  LBF w ebsite/ brochure, please specify:: 
previous subm ission  
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