





Arizona School Boards Association

Learn more at www.azsba.org

Quality leadership and advocacy for children in public schools.

Promoting elected local governance of public education and continuous improvement of
student success by providing leadership and assistance to public school governing boards.

GOAL ONE
Provide model training and leadership emphasizing best practices in public school governance.

GOAL TWO
Represent and advocate for the diverse interests of public school governing boards.

GOAL THREE
Advocate the core beliefs and political agenda as adopted by the membership.

m The basic life needs of children must be met for them to succeed.
m Meeting the unique educational needs of all students must be the foundation of our school systems.

m The governance of public schools must lie with locally elected and accountable school district
governing boards.

m The accountability for student success is a shared responsibility of the students, parents,
governing board, district staff and the community.

m Public education funding must be broad-based, stable and at a level that assures all students
receive an education that enables them to be successful.

m State and federal mandates must be funded.

m Knowledgeable and professionally trained governing board members are fundamental for ensuring
student success.
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2014 Proposed Political Agenda
Submitted by the Legislative Committee
To be considered by the Delegate Assembly

Long-Term Focus — These overarching issues must be addressed for public schools to excel
and provide an opportunity for every child to succeed. The items below reflect those key
issues on which we will concentrate over the next 5-10 years.

1. Revise the school finance formula to adequately fund schools.
a. Structurally change the tax structure to assure a more stable and reliable source.
b. Maximize local school district flexibility in managing these funds.
c. Require the same accountability measures of all schools and individuals that
receive public funds.
d. Repeal any program that gives public monies to private schools.
e. Include dedicated funding to education.

2. Uphold preservation of local control to reinforce the connection between the
community and its elected governing board members.

3. Meet the unigue educational needs of every student so that every student has the
opportunity to reach his/her full potential.

Short-Term Focus — Building toward our long-term areas of success, the following items
represent critical needs to put us on that path, and will engage our energies over the next 3-

5 years.

1. Fund voluntary, full-day kindergarten and include kindergarten students in the override
calculation.

2. Fund the implementation costs of Arizona’s new standards, assessments, and
technology.

3. Restore capital funding to funding formula allocations.
4. Fund inflation fully in the baseline to uphold the voters’ mandate.
5. Allow public school tax credits to be used as determined by local districts.

6. Create greater flexibility with mandated graduation requirements.



2014 Legislative Session-Specific — Building toward our long-term areas of success, the
following items reflect issues that will not only move us forward, but we believe can be
accomplished next year given the legislative atmosphere and current public trends.

1. Advocate for an Administrative Reduction Omnibus to lessen unfunded mandates and
administrative burdens.

2. Restore Building Renewal funding to ensure school facilities are adequately maintained.

3. Change “override” language to “local support” to better reflect what voters are being
asked to support.

4. Advocate for school safety funds to create a safe learning environment.

5. Allow JTEDs to lease buildings and allow school districts greater flexibility in the
divestiture of property to address population and course needs.

6. Expand bonding capacity to allow local districts to address school facility needs.
7. Maximize trust land income for teacher’s salaries and student classroom opportunities.

8. Allow schools to operate a 200-day school year and include funding from 5% to 8% to
increase student achievement.

9. Restore 9" grade funding for CTE/JTEDs so that students have the opportunity to be
exposed to career fields and/or certification completion.

10. Protect the right of districts to charter schools for innovation.



