
Borton Magnet School 

Using Project-Based Learning and Systems 
Thinking to educate children for a future yet 

unknown 





It’s all about the community. 











• Significant Content 

• 21st Century Skills 

• In-Depth Inquiry 

• Driving Questions 

• Need to Know 

• Voice and Choice 

• Revision and Reflection 

• Public Audience 

Essential Elements of PBL 



Real-world Projects 





Why Project-
Based 
Learning? 









There’s more than PBL and Systems Thinking at Borton! 



GIS 



Parents are an important part of our school 
community. 







We work closely with community partners. 
Waters Foundation – Systems Thinking in Schools Project 

 
Ben’s Bells Kind Kids-Kind Schools Project 

 
Trees for Tucson 

 
Tucson Community Food Bank 

 
RealWorldScholars - EdCorp 

 
LeadLocal 

 
Tucson Clean and Beautiful 

 
University of Arizona 

 
Community Share 

 
Westland Resources 



Borton is an award-winning school. 

Arizona Department of Education 
Early Literacy Site 

National Council of Teachers of English 
Exemplary Literacy Program 

Arizona A+ School 

Evelyn Joy 
Award 

Magnet Schools of America Award 

Microsoft Innovative Teachers Award 



Come for a visit! 

Learn more about Systems Thinking and Project-Based 
Learning on our website:  

http://edweb.tusd1.org/Borton/ 


