
Targeted Learning Sessions 

Office of Curriculum Development 



Purpose 

 The Tucson Unified School District is committed to helping our 
students perform at their highest potential on the AzMERIT 
assessment. In response to last year’s AzMERIT student performance 
data, Targeted Learning Sessions were created to support student’s 
academic performance.  

   

  



Participating Teachers and Students 
Teachers  

ELA MATH 

Elementary 
& K-8  

65 63 

Middle 17 18 

ELA and Math Combined 

High  19 

ELA MATH 

Elementary 
& K-8  

799 709 

Middle 218 236 

ELA and Math Combined 

High  214 

Students 



Identification of Students 

 Data Points for Student Identification: 

◦ AzMERIT 
◦ CUSP students 1-3 questions away from a proficiency level according to AzMERIT 

◦ Quarterly Benchmarks 

◦ Teacher Assessments 

◦ Attendance 

◦ Schedules 
 



Communication with Families 

 Invitation letters sent to 
families before Winter Break 

 

  



Teacher Training and Resources 

•December 18th and 19th 4:00-6:00pm at Catalina HS  (152 teachers attended) 

• Session recorded for teachers unable to attend 

•TLS Curriculum Website  

•TLS Newsletters 

•IXL Question and Answer Webinar 

•IXL Specialists Site Visits (Roskruge, Dietz, Maldonado, Valencia, Safford, 
Kellond, Magee) 



Site Support 

•Curriculum Support Team assigned to TLS sites 

•Site Visits from Curriculum Support Team 
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Stations (45 Min, 15 minutes each) 

Empower Task 
Cards 

1 - 2 Stations  

Partner or small 
group 

(maximum 4 students) 

Technology 

IXL 

Edgenuity 

Imagine Learning 

Successmaker 

Achieve 3000 

Teacher-led Small Group 

3-5 students with similar academic needs 

Whole Group –Focus Lesson (10 min) 
Supplemental Documents and/or Empower Tasks 

Closure (5 Min) 

K – 8 Classrooms 
Guided Reading using  NSGRA data 
Teaching Cards 
Scholastic Bookroom Books 
Scholastic Bookroom Resources 

Leveled Bookroom 3rd edition 
Implementation Guide 
Guided Reading Toolkit  
Guided Reading Toolkit Implementation Guide 

Next Steps Forward in Guided Reading 
Jan Richardson’s Website 
9-12 Classroom 
Empower Task Cards - Using the Empower Task Cards teachers select different texts from 
those used at the Empower Work Station for student practice.  

 

 

Link to Teacher Resources 

https://tusd1.sharepoint.com/sites/CIPDA/SitePages/ELA Targeted Learning Sessions.aspx


Stations (45 Min, 15 minutes each) 

Empower Task 
Cards 

1 - 2 Stations  

Partner or small 
group 

(maximum 4 students) 

Technology 

IXL 

Edgenuity 

Imagine Learning 

Successmaker 

Achieve 3000 

Teacher-led Small Group 

3-5 students with similar academic needs 

Launch and Fluency Routine (10 min) 

Closure (5 Min) 

K – 8 Classrooms 

Teacher-Led Small Group Resources: 

 IXL or benchmark data to form groups 

 Empower Task Cards 

 Standard specific supplemental documents 

 Illustrative Math 

 Bank of Lesson Plans 

9-12 Classrooms 

Teacher-Led Small Group Resources: 

 IXL or benchmark data to form groups 

 Empower Task Cards 

 Standard specific supplemental documents 

 Differentiated Lesson Plans from Big Ideas Math  

 llustrative Math 

 Bank of Lesson Plans  

 

 

Link to Teacher Resources 
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https://tusd1.sharepoint.com/sites/CIPDA/SitePages/ELA Targeted Learning Sessions.aspx


•73 schools 

•2265 Students 

•219 Teachers 

•1,274,459 Questions Answered 

•7954 Hours Spent 

•15,798 Skills Proficient (SmartScore >= 80) 

•9,687 Skills Mastered (SmartScore = 100) 



TLS Highlight Video 

Highlight Video 



Targeted Learning Session Focus, ELA 
 

 13 Highly Leveraged Standards 

 Standards have been strategically 
selected based on their emphasis on 
AzMERIT. 

 Pre and Post Assessment and 
instructional resources are based on 
the focus standards. 



Targeted Learning Session Focus, Math 
 
 12-13 Highly Leveraged focus standards 

 Standards have been strategically 
selected based on their emphasis on 
AzMERIT. 

 Pre and Post Assessment and 
instructional resources are based on the 
focus standards. 





  



  



Evaluation of Effectiveness 

•Attendance 

•IXL Mastery Reports/Edgenuity Assessment 

•Benchmark Data 

•AzMERIT 

  



Curriculum Team Support 
 ELA 

 K-5 Michelle Merrick  
dawn.merrick@tusd1.org 

 K-5 Carol Cimino            
carol.cimino@tusd1.org  

 6-8 Beth Slaine         
elizabeth.slaine@tusd1.org  

 9-12 Michelle Mathews 
michelle.mathews@tusd1.org 

 Dr. Kristina Allen 
 K-12 Science Resource Center 
 kristina.allen@tusd1.org     

   

 Math 

 K-5 Heidi Aranda                  
heidi.aranda@tusd1.org  

 K-5 Sara Sultan                 
sara.sultan@tusd1.org  

 6-8 Omar Sotelo                   
omar.sotelo@tusd1.org  

 9-12 Alison Hernandez 
alison.hernandez@tusd1.org     

Giovanna Grijalva 
Interim Senior Director, 
Curriculum Development 
Giovanna.Grijalva@tusd1.org 
 

John Kramkowski 
K-12 Social Studies 
john.kramkowski@tusd1.org 
 

Araceli Gonzalez 
Administrative Assistant 
Araceli.Gonzalez@tusd1.org   
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 Questions 


