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Program Overview

The book "Le Petit Prince" isa well-known short novel by French writerAntoine de Saint-Exupery and is

one of the most-translated works of French literature. It is universally recognized as a classic, both as a

children's story and also an allegorythat adults have appreciated for generations.

The book"A la Decouverte du PetitPrince" isanauxiliary that has been developed to help language

students in their reading and understanding of this work.

As partof the curriculum for third- and/or fourth-year French classes, "Le Petit Prince" would be a fine

introduction for the students to reading—in the original language—a major work of literature in the

target language. As part of the French 'canon,' this book isoften referred to in French culture, and our

students, by having an opportunity to readthis novel, would, in addition to gaining vocabulary and

reading fluency, gain insight into French literary culture.

The skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking would all be engaged as partof working with this

novel.

Program of Study

Hereis the course description for Third-year French; Fourth-year and APare similar:

French 5-6

Prerequisite: grade ofC or above in French 3-4

Grade: 10,11,12

A pre-Advanced-Piacement course designed to enable students to further refine theirspeaking, listening, reading, andwriting
skills. Socloiinguistic andgeopolitical awareness areemphasized, along withincreasingly sophisticated grammatical structures.
Students whoexcel inthiscourse will be prepared for post-secondary language study andreal-life communication, including
travel andstudy-abroad programs. Although two years oflanguage fulfill basic entry requirements for many four-year colleges and
universities, competitiveschoolsrequirethreeormore yearsof consecutivelanguage study.

AZ Dept. of Education Language standards:
Communication—understanding andInterpreting written andspoken communication inavariety of topics, providing andobtaining

information,expressing feelingsand preferences, exchangingideasand opinions.

Culture—knowing 'whatto dowhen'and 'whatto saywhite doing it,'understanding the relationships between cultural perspectives, products
and practices.

Connections—using the targetlanguage to reinforce andlearn othercontentfrom othersubjectareas.
Comparisons—developing insights intotheirown language andculture through the studyof the targetlanguage.
Communities—using the target language within and beyond the

school setting



Assessment and Instruction

Students are constantly assessed for their abilities in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Frequent, brief quizzes are given aschecks for understanding French in written and in spoken form.

Longer periodic tests assess listening and reading comprehension more indepth,withoccasional written
compositions—essays, journal entries, stories, etc...

Current events—from French-language news websites, newspapers, television stations—are frequently
included in order for students to develop ageopolitical understanding of French-speaking societies.

Literature andsongs arealso included sothat studentsare exposed to 'classics' andalso popculture.

Community Support

The UHS Parent Association has agreed to use funding to purchase supplementary preparatory texts for
a classroom set of books for World LanguageClasses.


