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What Does the Classroom Look Like? 
Instructional routines within AUTHENTIC 

literacy rotations: 
 
•Teacher Facilitated Small Group 
•Book Clubs  
•Literature Circles  
•Independent Reading  

• Structured, Intentional, Reader/Task  
•Digital Resources and Learning Stations 
•Integrated and Connected Reading and Writing 
•Mentor texts to teach writing  
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Time Spent in Small Groups 

Source: Taylor, B.M., Pearson, P.D., Clark, K., & Walpole, S. (2000)  

Minutes 
Spent in 
Small 

Groups 

Minutes 
Spent in 
Whole 
Groups 

Minutes  
Spent in 

Independent 
Reading 

Total 
Minutes in 
Reading 

Most  
Effective 
Schools 

60 25 28 134 

Moderately  
Effective 
Schools 

26 37 27 113 

Least 
Effective 
Schools 

38 30 19 113 
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Time Spent in Small Groups 

Time Spent in Whole-
Group Instruction 

Time Spent in Small-
Group Instruction 

Most Accomplished 
Teachers 

25 minutes/day 48 minutes/day 

Moderately 
Accomplished Teachers 

29 minutes/day 39 minutes/day 

Least Accomplished 
Teachers 

48 minutes/day 25 minutes/day 

Source: Taylor, B.M., Pearson, P.D., Clark, K., & Walpole, S. (2000)  



TEACHER RESPONSIBILITY 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY 

Focus Lesson 

Guided 

Instruction 

“I do it” 

“We do it” 

“You do it  

  together” 
Collaborative 

Independent “You do it 

   alone” 

= 

Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2008). Better learning through structured teaching: A framework for the gradual release 

 of responsibility. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.  
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The Vocabulary Gap 

FACT 

By 3 years of age, there is a 30 million word gap between children from the 

wealthiest and poorest families.  

Hart, B. & Risley, T.R. 1999, 2003, 2008  
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